Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have … or – or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #183

We stand at the outset of this worship service to express corporately our hope, that: OUR Help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  
As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #148 “Hallelujah, praise Jehovah!”
Confession: Please turn in your Bibles to our reading of God’s law and instructions for believers from Romans 13:8-14 The Book of Romans clearly teaches that we are saved by grace alone, thru faith alone in Christ alone! But Paul HERE RE-AFFIRMS the necessity for Christians to follow Christ by OBEYING the Law! We are not saved by works, but if anyone thinks that faith w/o works will save them, they are sorely mistaken! No, RATHER, Those who have been redeemed by faith, are to clothe themselves with the Lord Jesus Christ by understanding the Word & Obeying God’s Law! Which means we must REPENT OF, and put aside the deeds of darkness… How are you doing in your attempt to love neighbor? How are you doing in your love for God?! Surely, we all have room for improvement, which leads us to admit and confess our failures to our God – looking for His forgiveness thru faith in Christ!
Therefore, let’s take a few moments now to come before the Lord in a time of Confession: (Pray)
Assurance: Sing:  #200
 “Amazing grace – how sweet the sound” 
We come now to our time of Congregational Prayer
Therefore: Let’s worship the Lord now, with His tithes & our additional free will offerings (Deacons)
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #201
“Come, thou fount of every blessing”
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:12-30

Sermon Title:
“Living for Christ”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #421
“Stand up, stand up for Jesus”

Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen

Doxology: 
Psalm #523 

Morning Sermon: “Living for Christ”



Philippians #4
Text:  Philippians 1:12-30
 
Introduction:
 What is an Optimist? The dictionary defines it as one who is hopeful or confident of the future or success of something. In normal conversation, we tend to define people by how they describe a glass which contains ½ liquid and ½ air. Do they describe it negatively by looking at how much air there is… by saying, “that glass is half-empty.” Or do they describe it positively by emphasizing how much liquid there is… by saying, “that glass is half-full.” 

Now, one of the things missing from this equation is context. If you had an empty glass and someone poured in liquid so that you were now at half – you should be relatively pleased, and say Thank you! Now, of course, if you expected them to fill it and they only gave you half – then perhaps you wouldn’t be very happy. On the other hand, If you had a full glass, and half of it spilled when you bumped into something, you will probably be relatively upset. But the thing is… if you bumped into someone and spilled half your drink -= but  not all of it, then you might be happy that it didn’t all spill. And don’t even get me started on the differences between the sizes of the glass- a large glass hall-full would be way more than a tiny glass overflowingly full! You see, the fun thing is that you can almost always find things to be positive or negative about – depending on your expectations, perspective and your habit/ability to find/count blessings or bruises!


But when we come to the Apostle Paul, I have to say that He isn’t really a glass half full kind of guy. He is a glass overflowing guy, when the glass is but a broken fragment with a drop in it on a prison floor. 
    He had that unstoppable joy which we have spoken about in recent weeks! 



  

And the amazing thing is, that You and I can have that same joy as well – if we are in Christ!
(Review) Last Sunday morning, we looked at how Paul counted his blessings instead of his bruises. Indeed, we saw how he could speak of his bruises while emphasizing the joy of his blessings! And those blessings which Paul focused on led him to joy – for counting blessings instead of bruises does encourage joy in the believer! Paul had gone thru what many would describe as a train-wreck or a living Hell of suffering over many years. But Paul chose joy by focusing not on that pain, but on the glorious work of God in, thru, around and despite that pain! 
WE ASK: How was that possible? Because Paul’s life was all about service to Christ! Christ was His Life, and since Christ could never be taken away from him… Paul was able to respond to the loss of all things with a deep-rooted joy because He always, STILL HAD CHRIST! Indeed, the loss of so much simply led Paul to be more enthusiastic for Christ as his greatest joy, and he increased his expectation and hope in eternity when he would be with Christ forevermore! 










REMEMBER what we have already seen in the previous verses: The Gospel advances no matter what obstacles stand in its way… and that should give each of us great confidence and joy in the power of God! For when we recognize God’s power in that way – then we too can have Paul’s unstoppable Joy and optimism concerning the work of God/His Kingdom!

And really, that is what our text is all about! It is about how Paul adopted this amazing Christ perspective and what that means for the Christian life! So, as we study the text, we will learn one central lesson or theme:





    A Christ-centered perspective leads to Christian Optimism and Obedience!
  We will explore that under 2 headings over 2 sermons: 1) Paul’s Optimistic Perspective  2) Our obedient Response
I. Paul’s Christ-Centered Perspective
II. Paul’s Christ-Centered Optimism 
Let’s begin with:

I. Paul’s Christ-Centered Perspective      
(REPEAT)
AS we couldn’t help but see last time, Paul was focused on serving Christ first and foremost in his life… as we read in vs. 21, “…to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” And this is where He found his confidence and his strength. We will touch on vs.21 again this morning, but I hope to spend a whole sermon there in a couple of weeks.  
But, before we get to that point, in vs.19, Paul explains his confidence that God would answer the prayers of the Philippians, IN FACT, the second Rejoice in vs.18 is specifically in anticipation for what Paul was about to say in vs.19. He was able to rejoice that Christ was preached… and further still, He was able to rejoice in his own confidence that God was going to work for His deliverance! Specifically, Paul was confident that God would help him through the Holy Spirit (the Spirit of Jesus Christ). Basically, in vs.19-20, we get a glimpse of what vs.21 really means. We see here Paul’s Christ-Centered Perspective! 

There are two powerful lessons taught just in vs.19 alone READ:

1) First of all… Paul Knew that God answers prayers (and his prayers revealed that confidence, as we saw in an earlier sermon on vs.9-11!). 
We all know that God answers prayers, but Paul prayed like he knew that, and Paul’s confidence and joy were tied to that certainty – that God would answer with the perfect best! But often believers treat prayer as a last resort… as something to do when all other avenues have been exhausted… You say: “Well, [sigh] all we can do now is pray” [moan “Ohhh”] – and many of you say it with that forlorn tone in your voice (probably without thinking about it). I know that I have done it too! We have a “Oh, woe is me” attitude when it comes to prayer. BUT THAT IS RUBBISH! Nothing could be more inappropriate. 









Yes, prayer may be your only recourse in a given situation, but it is not as if prayer is some impotent thing… True, prayer has no power in and of itself, but yet it is calling for the help of the greatest problem-solving power that we know! Prayer is calling for GOD’s help! SURELY YOU CAN BE CONFIDENT IN THE POWER OF THE ALMIGHTY GOD WHO SPOKE the Stars into Existence?! Can’t You?! Of course you can! 
When I have preached on prayer in the past, I have often compared prayer to calling in the artillery – the big guns! No one in a battle ever said, “Oh well, all we can do now is call in the artillery… [ohhh! Sigh]” NO! They say, “Fire mission on these coordinates fire for effect…” And then they lean forward in eager expectation to see what was going to happen to those attacking enemies! “Hah…Here it comes!” And we see that sort of expectant confidence in the words of Paul here – His perspective was that PRAYER WAS REAL – IT MEANT SOMETHING! 

Does it mean anything to you? 
Is prayer real to you? Do your prayers to God give you confidence that He will provide what you need, because you have prayed about it?! 
Put your confidence in God – AND PRAY!
But that isn’t all we see here in vs.19… WE also see secondly:
2) By way of implication, a lesson about who/what we should pray for! This verse reveals what we should pray for, when praying for pastors and missionaries in trial/trouble. 
Above all the wisdom and discernment, guidance and protection that we might want to pray for… You need to be praying for the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ! TOO OFTEN, the Holy Spirit is neglected in our Reformed Churches and that is UNGODLY! For you only ever became a Christian thru the Spirit’s Work! You only understand the Word of God thru the Spirit of God! You only find rest/joy/comfort in Christ thru the Spirit of Christ! 


Did you know that the only reason that you have EVER been struck by a powerful Biblical sermon was because the Holy Spirit stirred your affections and applied it to your soul! Did you know that I could bring a poorly written sermon into the pulpit and yet the Spirit could make it the most powerful sermon that you ever heard!? Why and How is that possible? Because The Holy Spirit is the one who ALWAYS gives understanding and empowers the very act of preaching… I NEED THE SPIRIT’S PRESENCE AND POWER MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE! So, pray for that for me… and I guarantee that the Lord will bless that to His Glory and for your eternal good! 
So, in just vs.19 alone, we see Paul’s confident perspective rooted in prayer, and in the Holy Spirit, and those 2 things led Paul to be confident… even optimistic about his deliverance. 
Which brings us to our SECOND Point:





(Seen …Perspective)
II. Paul’s Christ-Centered Optimism    
(REPEAT)
Now, in vs.19-21, we see more of Paul’s optimism about His deliverance. The word translated deliverance, is the normal NT word for Salvation. And so, there is a big discussion about what Paul means here – does he mean that his imprisonment would impact his eternal salvation, or his earthly deliverance from harm or what? 

1) This could refer to safety… meaning that Paul was confident that he would be set free – however, Paul later says that he might live or die… so He didn’t really know.

2) Or Second, Paul could be confident in His ultimate salvation in Heaven/eternity. And that is a rich truth… for what happens to us in this life is preparing us for eternity, and it will ultimately all be worth it!

3) Or Third, Paul intended some combination of the two ideas – which is often the case with Paul and the Bible! God is always working for His Glory and the good of His people (both temporally in this life & in eternity).

PAul was confident that in life or in death – that God would deliver/save and provide for him – which he goes on to explain in vs.20-21. There, Paul places his confidence in the context of His focus and relationship with Jesus Christ. READ vs.20-21
Paul would not be ashamed, because He knew that Christ would be honored in whatever God had ordained to happen. Either in delivering Him in this life, or delivering Him into the arms of Christ in death! He very clearly hoped to continue to live and minister for the good of God’s people. And in vs. 23-26, Paul asserts that he is confident that God has more work for him to do to advance the Philippian’s progress and joy in the faith. 


And yet, Paul repeatedly says that there are two clear options: Life and Death. He didn’t know for certain which one God would choose (look at vs.27 “whether I come and see you or am absent”), and yet, he was confident in God’s good work to bring good to Paul and glory to God - no matter what!

This is a picture of optimistic confidence in the face of trial and potential death! Paul is saying: I might die. But that will be great to see my Lord/God. I might live. But that is great for you – it means more opportunities to serve Christ. Either way, Paul was happy – because EITHER way – He was counting the blessings of God!

That strikes pretty close to home for us as well… Your confidence and mine, should never be rooted only in what you can see or know. You must have your confidence in the power and glory of Jesus Christ. That way, if you die, you gain and God is glorified as you see Him face to face. And if you live, there are opportunities for service and God is glorified by the joy of His people in your ongoing work for His glory. 
 Your confidence in God is not rooted in one path or your desires… your greatest joy is when you are completely in the hands of God – looking for the blessings of what He has done, is doing and will do in the future!

Paul knew that whatever God determined – He would not be ashamed. The Bible’s use of ashamed often has the idea of disappointed or let down. Paul knew that whatever God determined would not let him down, but would be perfect! And that is how you and I also ought to think about life/the future. Whatever God determines will be perfect – If you are in Christ – I guarantee you… YOU won’t be disappointed with God’s ultimate plan!! 

But there are 2 things you need to understand with that:

1) FIRST:  please read the fine print with me on that one… I am NOT saying that you won’t face disappointments! 
REMEMBER THE Lessons of the last 3 weeks from vs.12ff … Suffering is normal and God advances His Gospel and His Kingdom thru suffering to His Glory! So, yes, you will face “disappointments” – but WHAT YOU MUST REMEMBER IS THAT ultimately… eventually… on the final day of Christ, or even in this life when you know the work of God more fully – you will never be disappointed with what God has done in your life! And you need to tie your joy and soul to that rock – that God is good, and God IS DOING GOOD IN YOUR LIFE thru His grace in Christ!
2) Second: PLEASE UNDERSTAND: Feelings of disappointment come from your misplaced expectations! X2
I don’t know if you have ever stopped to think about it… BUT: EVERY disappointment that you have ever faced, didn’t come from God failing to deliver on your needs… nor His promises… But rather that disappointment and moment of shame came from your setting your heart on things that were not as important as God’s priorities! Disappointment comes from expecting and setting your heart on things which were NOT God’s priority! WOW! That is powerful to understand! 



Because, If you expect God to do something which He has NOT promised to do… then you will necessarily face more disappointments in life! FOR EXAMPLE: Children, IF you expect that Mom and Dad will give you icecream desserts with every meal of the day – you are setting yourself up for disappointment! It won’t happen! And when you parents expect your children to be perfectly coordinated, godly, obedient angels from the womb… then you are setting yourself up for a life of shame, frustration and disappointment! BUT to live the outlook of vs.21-26, is to align your expectations with the Will of God!  
To live is opportunities to serve Christ, and to die is Gain, because at the moment of death for the believer we enter into the rest of our Lord! Paul understood this, and what does He say in vs.23: To Depart (or die) and be with Christ is VERY MUCH BETTER! As Paul says in Corinthians, to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord! And He desired to depart… But He knew that God was in control and therefore, Paul committed Himself to serve Christ in this life as long as He wanted Him here!
And This Christ perspective led to this Christian Optimism which is evident in Paul. And that optimism will lead to a specific response or reaction of obedience which we see in vs.27-30, which we’ll look at next time! 
When you see pain, how do you respond? Do you remember that suffering is a normal part of life… That God can and DOES work through pain/suffering to do His awesome works? Yes, the car broke down, the toy broke… that relationship is strained AGAIN… But I know that God is doing something good here… Where is it?! 


When you know and live that, you will be bolder in Christ’s service, because you will see that what you fear can’t actually/ultimately hurt you. God WILL answer your prayers and give you the Spirit of Christ to endure ANYTHING which God brings into your life! And HE WILL MAKE your eternal Reward Worth it! So, set your heart and your affection on Jesus Christ, & then you will be able to suffer the loss of all things, & still rejoice in Christ! Amen!
